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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

Der Skeptizismus in der Philosophic und seine Uberwindung. Zweiter 
Band. Von Raoul Richter. Leipzig, Verlag der Durr'schen Buch- 
handlung, 1908. — pp. 584. 

The first volume of this very valuable work was devoted to the exami- 
nation and criticism of the ancient schools of scepticism ; that now before 
us continues such examination and criticism up to the close of the nine- 
teenth century. While we have to thank Professor Richter for an ex- 
tremely thoughtful, acute, and thorough exposition of sceptical philosophy 
from Pyrrho to Nietzsche, our debt is materially increased by the fact that 
he has not confined himself to explanation and criticism, but has, inciden- 
tally yet with considerable fullness, contributed to the foundations of a 
sound epistemological theory. The breadth, sanity, and vigor of the au- 
thor's thought make the constructive parts of his book a valuable addition 
to current philosophical discussion, and fully justify his use of Schiller's 
words as the motto of his treatise : 

" Fur dem Ernst, den keine Miihe bleichet, 
Rauscht der Wahrheit tief versteckter Born." 

According to the classification here adopted, scepticism may have three 
forms according as it is, or is not, "total," and is, or is not, "radical." 
Total scepticism denies the possibility of absolute knowledge of either sen- 
sible or supersensible objects ; radical scepticism does not recognize any 
degree of knowledge. Hence scepticism which is both "total" and 
' ' radical ' ' denies the existence of knowledge of any degree of validity in 
any sphere ; that which is " total "but not ' ' radical ' ' recognizes only rela- 
tive or imperfect knowledge in any sphere ; while scepticism which is 
"radical" but not "total" is of two kinds as it denies the possibility of 
any knowledge to the supersensible or to the sensible world. Although 
the volume before us is by no means short, it is with regret that we find at 
its close only a brief chapter given to the scepticism which is not "total,"- 
in place of the fuller treatment which the author originally planned, his 
discussion of Kant and of Pascal, who are taken as types of the scepti- 
cism of the supersensible and of the sensible worlds respectively, being too 
brief to be satisfactory, while other partial sceptics deserved, and would have 
repaid, an analysis of their views. 

It is impossible in a limited space to do more than draw attention to 
those parts of Professor Richter's treatise which seem to the present 
writer the most interesting and noteworthy. Of considerable value is his 
account of Montaigne's place in the development of sceptical thought. 
Montaigne's philosophy indeed cannot be rigorously systematized ; in form 
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and spirit it is defiant of such a process, but it can be analyzed and valued, 
and this is here done with subtlety and good sense. Especially keen is 
the criticism of Montaigne's rejection of the validity of ethical judgments. 
And yet it might be questioned, by one who should lay stress less on 
the language of the Essays than on the personality which they reveal, 
whether Montaigne can rightly be classified at all as a "total" sceptic. 
His enjoyment of his own doubts is so obvious that one may be pardoned 
for the suspicion that he voluntarily extended the circle of his professed 
unbelief. 

There is nothing better in the volume before us than the chapters de- 
voted to the exposition and criticism of David Hume's scepticism. The 
commentary on the great Scotsman's epistemology will be most helpful 
to the student, being both clear and thorough. The criticism is more pro- 
found, and at the same time more fair-minded, than that of Green ; there is 
throughout an adequate appreciation of the essential soundness of much of 
Hume's thought, and of the great worth of his contribution to the progress 
of modern philosophy. Incidentally, Professor Richter has much to say in 
this connection in regard to the questions underlying the present-day con- 
troversies of pragmatists and antipragmatists .which will repay the reader. 
If, however, the discussion of Hume's sceptical position is the most intrin- 
sically valuable part of the work, that dealing with Nietzsche is perhaps 
of most timely interest. Though a considerable mass of explanatory and 
critical literature has now gathered around this latest of the sceptics, there 
is still a good deal of vagueness in the mind of the intelligent public in re- 
gard to the elements of real worth in his thinking. The dazzling brilliance 
of his gospel of revolt, and the fragmentary form of its presentation, render 
his philosophy almost impervious to the kind of assault usually directed 
against philosophical systems. The criticism here is none the less clear- 
sighted that it is tempered by a sympathetic recognition of the originality 
and power of Nietzsche's genius. The author rightly refuses to lay much 
stress upon the incidental contradictions and inconsistencies that can so 
easily be exposed by any student of his works ; it is not by isolated expres- 
sions, but by the general tenor of his thought at its more advanced stage, 
that he must be judged. It is, however, requisite to lay bare that which is 
essentially irrational in the method, and self-contradictory in the content of 
his nihilistic epistemology ; and this is here done with considerable force. 
When Nietzsche's scepticism reaches the point of attempting to prove the 
worthlessness of all reasoning processes, the critical summing up of Pro- 
fessor Richter seems inevitable and unanswerable. "Mit untauglichen 
Mitteln die Untauglichkeit der Mittel tauglich zu beweisen, — das ist ein 
unhaltbares Verfahren, eine contradictio in adjecto und petitio principii, 
ein Vorgehen im Zirkel, aus dem es sphlechterdings keinen Ausweg gibt." 
In his concluding section Professor Richter touches briefly on the relation 
between scepticism and dogmatism, regarding both as being but partial and 
temporary stages in the progress of thought, which a profounder insight 
into thought itself will absorb and harmonize. E. Ritchie. 



